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Analysis of Arts and Culture Activities of the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum’s

“When Buddha Meets the Gods Event”
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Abstract

This paper examines the “When Buddha Meets the Gods” event held at the
Buddha Museum on December 25" every year. The event has blessing ceremonies,
parade formation, and art exhibitions and performances. It is hoped that the power for
different world religions will be united via said activities for the purpose of promoting
world peace.

This study focuses on exploring the art and cultural performances in the said
event by adopting qualitative research, including document analysis, literature review,
and in-depth interview, while investigating the spirit, purpose, and philosophy of
relevant organizations holding the event.

Based on observations of the cultural exhibitions and performances, as well as an
analysis from a religious and life aesthetic perspective, this paper concludes that the
activities and art shows displayed at the Buddha Museum’s “When Buddha Meets the
Gods” event render it not only a religious friendship event, but also a carnival that
combines culture, art, education, and life aesthetics. Moreover, believers of different
religions can experience innovations in traditional culture and arts from said activities,
while different religions display life aesthetics featuring respect and tolerance towards
one another. The future prospects of integrating media art into traditional art and

cultural activities are also presented.

Keywords: the Buddha Museum, When Buddha Meets the Gods Event, respect

and tolerance among religions, artistic and innovative performances
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