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From the Fellowship of Gods to the Human World: Social
Symbolism of Fo Guang Shan’s “When Buddha Meets the
Gods” Event

Li Xiangping

Professor, East China Normal University

Abstract

In recent years, Fo Guang Shan’s “When Buddha Meets the Gods” event in
Taiwan has received considerable attention from the spheres of politics, religion,
education, and society. The academic community has also discussed the status,
significance, and influence of this event from various perspectives. This paper
focuses on the “social structure” derived from the “When Buddha Meets the Gods”
event and its related issues. It discusses how the social structure of Humanistic
Buddhism paves the way for the social order between gods, and the relationship
between the buddhas and the gods. The sociological essence of the “When Buddha
Meets the Gods” event is a composite of human fellowship and its collective
structure, actualized by the event’s ritual interactions and shared by the different
religions, folk gods, and devotees.

Keywords: When Buddha Meets the Gods event, human world, social structure,
social symbolism
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